
Royal Rumble

Genesis 32:24-32



- Gen 25:26

Afterward his brother came forth, 

and his hand had taken hold of 

Esau’s heel; so his name was called 

Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old 

when she bore them.
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v.24: Left Alonev.24-25: Wrestle

v.30: Peniel



- Gen 29:3, 10

The stone on the well’s mouth was large…

the shepherds would roll the stone from 

the mouth of the well…

…but Jacob single-handedly rolled the 

stone from the well’s mouth and watered 

the flock.



- Gen 27:41

Now Esau hated Jacob because of the 

blessing with which his father had blessed 

him, and Esau said to himself, “The days 

of mourning for my father are approaching; 

then I will kill my brother Jacob.”





In the real world…

- Have you encountered problems that are 

so huge that you felt powerless?

- What do you do in those situations?

- Who do you turn to in loneliness?

- Do you recognize your limitations?



“Wrestle”

Hapex Legomenon
A Greek term: something that was being used only 

once.
1st: It can mean anything and everything. Whatever I 

deemed fit, it can be added to its meaning. God’s 

revelation is progressive.

2nd: It’s meaning has to be obtained by the context of 

the passage. It has to be kept within the context 

because the bible is God’s revelation to us. 



- Gen 32:28

Then he said, “Your name shall no more be 

called Jacob, but Israel, for you have 

striven with God and with men, and have 

prevailed.”



- Matt 25:34-40

“…for I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was 

a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 

naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 

you visited me, I was in prison and you 

came to me’… ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 

did it to one of the least of these my 

brethren, you did it to me.’



In the real world…

- For us to see the face of God is by loving 

another person.

- In our struggle to live out God’s word, let 

us remember to love another person.



- Chrysostom (Early Church Father)

“Do you see how much confidence 

Jacob gained from the vision he had? 

That is to say, “my spirit survived,” he is 

saying… “Since I was privileged to see 

God face to face, ‘my spirit survived.’”



In the real world…

- Instead of saying “How can…” maybe it 

is time to wrestle with God to the point of 

“My spirit survived.”

- Wrestle with God in order to prevail in 

the world.



In the real world… Wrestling is repetitive

- Recognize our limitation

- Encounter God face to face in our 

wrestle

- Prevail against the world with his 

strength


